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OUR IMPACT
2017-2018

Over the last year we embarked on a new strategy 
continuing to deliver best practice intercultural arts and 

good relations projects and events across Northern Ireland. 

OUR YEAR AT A GLANCEOUTREACH & ENGAGEMENT 
Working across the arts, education and heritage 

sectors, we delivered 345 workshops & 
performances to 10,600 participants in music, 

dance and visual arts to connect cultures and 
communities. 

BELFAST MELA 
Returning for its 11th year, the annual Mela 

continued to be one of the largest arts events 
in Northern Ireland celebrating our cultural 

diversity through a high quality programme of 
world music, dance, arts and food. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
We have retained status as the largest employer 
of artists from diverse communities in Northern 

Ireland working with 179 artists with a dedicated 
programme for training and development.

“I just wanted to say how proud I felt that Belfast 
produces such an inclusive event that was warm, 

welcoming, and represented all of the best 
aspects of the city” Attendee at Mela

“Seeking asylum in a foreign country, far from 
your home can be a very difficult experience. 
We are delighted to support ArtsEkta to help 
vulnerable groups settle into the community”  

Public Health Agency 

“The project has caused me to reflect on the 
increasing diversity in our community and that 
our chain is growing. Each link in the chain is 

important and each link is its strength, and we 
have a responsibility to care for the links we 

make.” Outreach Participant 

The One World Day had a huge impact on our 
children, many of whom had never met people 
from Northern Ireland’s ethnic minority groups 
before. It opened their minds to new ideas and 

possibilities for their learning in the future, AND…
they had so much fun! Teacher

Transforming communities through 
shared creative experiences

ArtsEkta is a multi-award winning cultural organisation that 
works to develop intercultural relationships at the heart of 
the community and is home to the Belfast Mela - the largest 
celebration of cultural diversity on the island of Ireland.

The brainchild of Indian-native Nisha Tandon OBE, ArtsEkta 
brings together communities of Belfast and beyond, 
creating projects that inspire audiences to engage 
with the diversity, tastes, rhythms and sights 
that makes up the culturally diverse life of 
Northern Ireland.

Over the last decade we have grown 
dramatically in size and scope and are 
now recognised as one of the region’s 
leading social enterprises, a creative 
powerhouse and a pioneer in the 
development of intercultural arts for 
Northern Ireland.



Our programme engaged with an audience of 
79,400 people across Northern Ireland 

205 129 12 5

30%

55%

£1

924 hours 

£1m

58%

71%

1585

55%

368 

51%

46

92%

86% 

2

22

88% 

73% 

42 

91% 

82% 

1 
arts 

workshops
performances One World 

Days
long term 
creative 

residencies

increase in group 
turnover

from minority 
ethnic 

communities

invested in Mela, we generated £5 
for the local economy

of music, dance, making, sharing, talking 
and exploring with 10,623 participants

in positive media value sharing our story of 
cultural diversity across the island of Ireland

For every 

of revenue 
from social 
enterprise   

of artists 
reported increase 

in professional 
skills 

bednights and 
average spend of 
£61 per attendee

of engagement 
outside of Belfast 

touching every 
council area

media pieces 
across print, 
digital and 
broadcast

gross profit 
margin 

for social 
enterprise  

volunteers 
donated 420 

hours equating 
to £3,879

positive visitor 
satisfaction 

rating 

brought into 
contact with 
a new person 

from a different 
ethnicity 

42% increase in social 
media followers

major Peace 
IV contracts 

secured 

OCN 
qualifications 

achieved

agreed Mela 
promotes Belfast 

as a cultural 
capital 

had more of an 
appreciation of 
other cultures

pro bono 
consultancy 

days by board 
equating to 

£8,400 

proud of Mela 
and our city’s 

diversity

of minority ethnic 
participants felt an 
increased sense of 

belonging

CEO key panel speaker 
at ’20 Years of Peace’ 

conference in New York

major 
festival

We are Growing 

Investment in People

Belfast Mela 

Outreach & Engagement 

Telling Our Story

Unrestricted 
reserves of the group 
increased by 25% 

179 local artists 
employed earning 
£109,979 in wages

Creative &
Cultural 

Skills 
Internship

27,500 
1

1,000 
attendees

massive
cultural 

celebrationlocal 
participants

Best Tourism 
Event at 2017 

Northern Ireland 
Hospitality 

Awards

Winner in 
Community 
Category at 

NI Equality & 
Diversity Awards 

2017


