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CULTURAL BONDING 
THROUGH THE ARTS

OUR IMPACT
2018-2019

TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES THROUGH 
SHARED CREATIVE EXPERIENCES 
ArtsEkta is a multi-award winning cultural organisation that works 
to develop intercultural relationships at the heart of the community 
and is home to the Belfast Mela - the largest celebration of cultural 
diversity on the island of Ireland.

Over the last year we moved into the second year of our new strategy 
continuing to deliver best practice intercultural arts and good 
relations projects and events across Northern Ireland. 

OUTREACH & ENGAGEMENT 

BELFAST MELA 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Working across the arts, education and heritage sectors, we delivered 
505 workshops to 12,962 participants in music, dance and visual arts 
to connect cultures and communities. 

Returning for its 12th year, the annual Mela continued to be one of the 
largest arts events in Northern Ireland celebrating our cultural diversity 
through a high quality programme of world music, dance, arts and food.

We have retained status as the largest employer of artists from diverse 
communities in Northern Ireland working with 207 artists with a 
dedicated programme for training and development.

OUR PROGRAMME ENGAGED WITH 
AN AUDIENCE OF 104,        515 PEOPLE 
ACROSS NORTHERN IRELAND 
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MARVELLOUS MELA 

ART OF LIVING

CREATIVE COMMUNITIES

VISUAL MEMORIES COME ALIVE 

The summer’s biggest celebration of cultural 
diversity took over Botanic Gardens in 
an exuberant celebration of culture and 
creativity welcoming thousands of visitors.

Our half day symposium explored the 
impact of the arts on the wellbeing of our 
migrant communities creating an exchange 
of stories and ideas.

Working with diverse communities across 
Belfast, Silkscapes was an ambitious public 
art project creating a 50m piece of silk on the 
themes of home and belonging.  

Bringing together older people from different 
ethnic communities we exchanged memories 
through creative writing, visual art and crafts.
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OUR PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS



WE ARE GROWING 

Unrestricted reserves of the 
group increased by 43% 

1,261 hours of making, 
sharing, talking and 
exploring with 12,962 
participants – the equivalent 
of 8 workshops per week 

207 artists employed 
earning £165,185 in wages

£0.5m in positive media value 
sharing our story across the 
island of Ireland and beyond
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INVESTMENT IN PEOPLE

OUTREACH & ENGAGEMENT TELLING OUR STORY 
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