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ArtsEkta’s Cultural Explosion

Witness St. George’s Market come alive with literal explosions of colour as ArtsEkta celebrate ‘Holi’ – The Festival of Colours 

Sunday 15th March 2009, 2pm to 6pm, St. George’s Market 

Admission is free 

ArtsEkta, Northern Ireland’s only multi-ethnic, international arts organisation and organisers of the Belfast Mela, proudly present for the first time in Northern Ireland one of India’s most popular festivals – Holi, Festival of Colours. The Lord Mayor of Belfast will officially inaugurate this event. 
Holi is the festival which marks the coming of spring. It is not just the season which is changing, but also the mood of the people. The festival signifies the spirit of brotherhood and unity. It is often said that on the event of this festival even enemies forget their differences and embrace, greeting each other. Holi is celebrated by the people of all caste, class or creed, without any distinction. It treats everyone equally, wherein all the people drenched in different colours, lose their identity to become one. The colour frenzy of oranges and reds, greens and blues, purples and blacks soon wash away all the enmity and hatred and serves to bring the community closer.
ArtsEkta once again showcase this event with a unique multi-cultural outlook. Among the day’s attractions will be top UK Bollywood dancers “Desi Brave Hearts” as well as Indian Bhangra party led by our professional DJ. Not only will visitor’s taste buds be tempted with an array of foods from around the world but they will also receive a free traditional Indian milk punch on arrival. Visitors will get the opportunity to join in on the festivities by throwing colorful in a party atmosphere among friends. In addition there will be local cultural performances, kid’s activities, and street entertainment. The festival promises to be a fun-family day out with a little something for everyone! 

Nisha Tandon, Development Manager for ArtsEkta, comments on the festival: 

“The Holi Festival brings all cultures together in a high-spirited event that highlights, once again, the value of cultural exchange as a medium to promote communication and harmony. We are extremely excited to bring this event to Northern Ireland for the first time” 
The main purpose of this event is for the community to participate, learn and experience the rich traditions of the different cultures living together. Organisers are looking forward to the event and are certain that people will have a memorable experience when they engage in the fun and family atmosphere of this very different festival. Considering the current economic climate an event like this which is free, celebrates diversity and marks seasonal changes can really cheer us up! 

So why not come along a join in the ‘craic’ and remember don’t wear your Sunday best, we’ll supply the colours, you the rest! 

ENDS. 

Notes to the editor: 

· ArtsEkta (which means bonding or uniting in Indian language) is the first arts-based organisation to provide a unique display of Indian and other multi- ethnic arts within the North and South of Ireland. It is a cutting-edge, progressive organisation with an international outlook, based in the heart of Belfast. It works to enhance the practice, understanding, and appreciation of ethnic arts across the North and South of Ireland within a contemporary artistic, social, and educational context. ArtsEkta is dedicated to strengthening and deepening relationships between all the different cultures through exciting and inspiring arts-based programs. 
· ARTSEKTA are the organisers of this festival. We are in no way associated with the Indian Community Centre, Belfast. Please refrain from making statements specifically regarding the Indian Community as we are an organisation that represents all cultures. 

· ArtsEkta is a registered charity (XR 96726) and limited company (NI060389) 

· Please include this disclaimer in articles: 

ArtsEkta is not liable for any damage to personal property. Please note the colored powders are permanent and will not wash out of clothes. 
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