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Press Release 4/11/08
ArtsEkta Lights Up Newtownabbey! 

Newtownabbey came to life with an exotic sights and sounds of the east last weekend with a celebration for the Indian new year, Diwali. The event which was held in Jordanstown University was extremely successful with over 1,000 people attending. 
Among the chief guests officially inaugurating the event were the Mayor of Newtownabbey Alderman Victor Robinson and Professor Alistair Adair from the University. The Mayor commented on the festival saying “Although Diwali is traditionally an Indian event, ArtsEkta have proudly showcased a variety of different cultures which has truly brought out the vibrancy of the borough.” 
The UK’s No. 1 Bollywood Group ‘Desi Brave Hearts’ and renowned UK Bhangra performers Nachda Sansaar took to the stage in an almighty fashion, getting the crowd up on their feet to join in on the festivities. There was also a huge marquee featuring a food bazaar with a variety of different delicious foods from around the world. 
In the University foyer were a range of different information and community organisations from across the province. Among the participants were the Inland Revenue and the PSNI. Cultural activities included henna, hair braiding and chinese calligraphy. A visitor to the festival said, “I appreciate these events and always attend. It’s lovely to see so many different people and cultures in Newtownabbey”. The evening ended with a fantastic fireworks display along the magnificent setting of Loughshore park.  

Supported by the University of Ulster, Newtownabbey Borough Council and Newtownabbey District Policing Partnership.  
CONTINUED
Diwali in Newtownabbey was part of ArtsEkta’s Diwali Season which features a number of upcoming events: 

9th Nov 

Federation of Indian Performing Arts present ‘The Story of Diwali’ at the 



Waterfront Hall in Belfast 

15th Nov 
Joint Celebration of Diwali & Samhain at St. Kevin Halls, Belfast.

For more information on all our events visit: www.artsekta.org.uk where separate press releases can be downloaded. 
ENDS 

Notes to the Editor 
ArtsEkta is Northern Ireland's first and only organisation devoted to addressing the needs of all ethnic minorities in Northern Ireland.

The organisation prides itself in showcasing innovative projects that will cherish the individual artist and encourage diversity. We want to play a part in the creating a world where there is no racial discrimination and people of different cultures and backgrounds live and learn together in a supportive environment. Artsekta is committed to promoting cultures through the arts. We offer the following services:

- Educational Outreach Programme

- Arts Programmes & Workshops

- Events & Festivals

- Interpretation Services

- Consultation & Training Services

- Support for Artistic Development
ArtsEkta are the proud organisers of the Belfast Mela which is now recognised as a key annual event in Belfast. The Belfast Mela 2008 attracted 12,000 people from all walks of life. 

Diwali means ‘rows of lighted lamps.’ The Hindu calendar is a lunar one, so the exact date of the festival varies but it occurs in October/November every year. It celebrates the triumph of good over evil, light over darkness and is often referred to as the Festival of Lights. 

For further information and press opportunities contact: 

Nisha Tandon at ArtsEkta 

E: nisha@artsekta.org.uk
T: 02890231381
M: 07736243348

