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The HcCracken Summer School s a wesk ong Iisf-langauge festival which
takes place each year t he end of July.
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Primary School Scheme - 'O ige go neart’
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Newsletter latest edition
08 Sep 2008

“Guth 6 Thuiaidh McCracken Cutural
‘Sockty Newsktter

Irish anguage classes for ocal primary schools continue once again as part
of the McCracken Cullural Society's busy schedule for 2008. 0 ige go neart
(prospering from youth) i a scheme implementzd by Niall O Watl
Development Officer of the HcCracken Cutural Sockty and deivers Iish-

language lessons for PSIP7 pupis throughout north Belfast.
Iish Language Act 2008

16 Sep 2008

More about Primary School Scheme -
‘Saturday 11th October 2008
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Press Release 17/10/08
Diwali & Samhain Celebration Festival

St Kevin’s Hall – Sat 15th November 2007 
3.00pm – 7.00pm

FREE ADMISSION
Fáilte roimh chách - Everyone Welcome
Irish language reggae group ‘Bréag’ will be amongst one of the many attractions at this year’s Diwali and Samhain celebrations.  Organised by ArtsEkta and the McCracken Cultural Society, this festival brings together the Irish language and Indian communities in north Belfast to celebrate and share their cultures.
This unique event will celebrate the similarities of the two traditional myths and legends from Hindu and Celtic backgrounds.  Diwali is the Hindu ‘Festival of Light’ which symbolises the victory of righteousness and the lifting of spiritual darkness and is traditionally celebrated at the end of the Hindu month of Ashwayuja which occurs between October and November.

The Festival of Samhain, (Irish for summer’s end & origin of Halloween) is a celebration of the end of the harvest season in Gaelic culture, which is generally regarded as 'The Celtic New Year'.  Traditionally, it was believed that the boundaries between the worlds of the living and the dead overlapped and the deceased would come back to life and cause havoc such as sickness or damaged crops.  The Celts therefore celebrated ‘fire festivals’ when the dead re-visited the mortal world and large communal bonfires would hence be lit to ward off evil spirits.
This joint celebration of two cultures explores the themes of light, brightness, rebirth and renewal which are common to both Irish and Indian traditions.  This year we will be celebrating these festivals with a fun-packed day at St Kevin’s Hall.  
Amongst the attractions will be live music with the Irish language reggae group ‘Bréag’.  Also there will be a line-up of top-class Bollywood Bhangra dancers “ Nachda Sansaar” as well as traditional Irish and Indian music by our community artists.  Not only will our taste buds be tempted with an array of international and Indian cuisine, we will also have the opportunity to participate in Céilí dancing in order to burn off those calories!  Expert dancers from the renowned Lawrenson/Toal School of Irish Dancing will give an exciting exhibition of Irish Dancing, showing us how it is really supposed to be done!  Also, there will be face-painting for the kids and other workshops which will include Chinese & Celtic writing.

The main purpose of this event is for the community to participate, learn and experience the rich traditions of the different cultures living together in North Belfast.  Organisers are looking forward to the event and are certain that people will have a memorable experience when they sample the fun and family atmosphere at the Festival. 
Festival organisers at the McCracken Cultural Society and Arts Ekta believe that the Diwali Samhain celebrations will help provide family entertainment, inclusiveness, awareness of cultural diversity in the local community and mutual understanding.  Events of this kind which celebrate different cultural backgrounds and mark seasonal changes can also cheer us up when the weather gets miserable!  Why not come along and join in the craic.  
Fáilte roimh gach – Everyone welcome.
Tuilleadh eolais/More Info:

Artsekta:  Nisha Tandon  028 902 1381
info@artsekta.org.uk    www.artsekta.org.uk 

McCracken Cultural Society:  Niall Mathews 028 9074 9688

ccmr@btconnect.com 

Supported By Belfast City Council 
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