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Press Release 17/10/08

ArtsEkta tells the Story of Diwali 

Sunday 9th Novemember 2008

7.00pm, Waterfront Hall, Belfast 

A Unique and Intricate Performance by The Foundation for Indian Performing Arts 

ARTSEKTA, Northern Ireland’s first and only multi ethnic arts organisation are proud to host the ‘Story of Diwali’ performed by The Foundation for Indian Performing Arts who are based in Surrey. 

Diwali means ‘rows of lighted lamps.’ The Hindu calendar is a lunar one, so the exact date of the festival varies but it occurs in October/November every year. It celebrates the triumph of good over evil, light over darkness and is often referred to as the Festival of Lights. 
FIPA was set up in October 2006 as a not for profit organisation to promote the performing arts of the Indian Subcontinent through contemporary productions, heritage, workshops and multimedia projects. FIPA encourages and supports practitioners to draw upon the rich cultures of India to create work in classical, traditional and contemporary sectors.
The performance, titled ‘Samagam’ features seven ‘award-winning and superb’ dancers that combines contemporary and classical elements of Indian dance ending with a short Bollywood piece. 
The Camberley Theatre in Surrey comments:

“A great show. The principal dancers are exceptional and the music uplifting. Plus a wonderful story and surprisingly witty! The audience loved it. Please come back again," 

Dr. Ananda Gupta, the director of FIPA, has performed extensively on the BBC, TV and in concerts in the UK and abroad including the Rabindra Mela in the USA; the Gitabitan Live Workshops Year in the Washington DC area; workshops and concert tours with Sudeb Babu of Dakshinee in the USA; produced and directed Shapmochan, Shyama and Tasher Desh in London and the UK; performed Madhuritu at Madison Square Gardens for Banga Sammelan; directed Tagore's Abhishaar at the Bangladesh Centre; soirees in Kolkata and Delhi for Siri Fort, Sovabazar Raaj Bari, Calcutta Club, G.D. Birlasabha Ghar and international NGO's.

For any lover of dance, this is an unmissable event! 
Tickets priced £10/£7 through Waterfront Box Office. Visit: www.waterfront.co.uk or Tel: 028 90 33 44 00

Diwali in Newtownabbey is part of ArtsEkta’s Diwali Season which features a host of other different events: 

29th Oct 
Diwali Feast at Gingeroot Restaurant

9th Nov 

Federation of Indian Performing Arts present ‘The Story of Diwali’ at the 

Waterfront Hall in Belfast 

15th Nov 
Joint Celebration of Diwali & Samhain at St. Kevin Halls, Belfast.

For more information on all our events visit: www.artsekta.org.uk where separate press releases can be downloaded. 

ENDS.

Notes to the Editor 

ArtsEkta is Northern Ireland's first and only organisation devoted to addressing the needs of all ethnic minorities in Northern Ireland.

The organisation prides itself in showcasing innovative projects that will cherish the individual artist and encourage diversity. We want to play a part in the creating a world where there is no racial discrimination and people of different cultures and backgrounds live and learn together in a supportive environment. Artsekta is committed to promoting cultures through the arts. We offer the following services:

- Educational Outreach Programme

- Arts Programmes & Workshops

- Events & Festivals

- Interpretation Services

- Consultation & Training Services

- Support for Artistic Development

ArtsEkta are the proud organisers of the Belfast Mela which is now recognised as a key annual event in Belfast. The Belfast Mela 2008 attracted 12,000 people from all walks of life. 

For further information and press opportunities contact: 

Nisha Tandon at ArtsEkta 

E: nisha@artsekta.org.uk
T: 02890231381
M: 07736243348

