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Press Release 17/10/08
Newtownabbey to Celebrate Indian New Year!

International Entertainment – Food – Children’s Activities – Fireworks

Sunday 2nd November 3:00pm-7:00pm University of Ulster Jordanstown.
ARTSEKTA, Northern Ireland’s first and only multi ethnic arts organisation will be showcasing their annual DIWALI (FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS) CELEBRATION in partnership with Jordanstown University in Newtownabbey. Diwali is a popular Hindu festival that marks the celebration of the Indian New Year. 
The event will be held in the University of Ulster in Jordanstown and will commence at 3:00pm on Sunday 2nd November.  The stage in the huge assembly hall will come to life with BOLLYWOOD DANCERS and BHANGRA MUSIC and DANCE as well as a showcase of local artistic talent! The UK’s no. 1 Bollywood group ‘Desi Brave Hearts’ and renowned UK Bhangra performers Nachda Sansaar will be sure to get the crowd going!   ArtsEkta have also organised a number of information stands from communities and organisations around the province.

Children’s activities on the day will include face painting, international art and craft sessions, clown and juggler. Outside the university will be a huge marquee featuring a FOOD BAZAAR with a variety of delicious foods from around the world. The evening will end with an amazing FIREWORKS display at Loughshore Park. 
Event organiser, Nisha Tandon comments 

“We are extremely proud to be celebrating Diwali in Newtownabbey for the second time. Last year’s event was a great success and was something that Newtownabbey had never experienced before!  Although Diwali is traditionally an Indian festival ArtsEkta are proud to host the event on an international level with many different cultures participating”. 

Entrance to the event is FREE and the organisers promise a great family fun day for all communities and age groups. 
Supported by the University of Ulster, Newtownabbey Borough Council and Newtownabbey District Policing Partnership.  
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Teachers Gear Up For GymFun rae
16th October 2008: Research Institutes Fl
The University of Ulster is helping development of gymnastics in the physical education curriculum with the introduction of a new

= training course for primary school teachers.

] Ulster Student Competes in World Mind Sports Games
A 16th October 200
A University of Ulster student is competing in the inaugural World Mind Sports Games in Beijing. [

“Think Global - Leading US Expert Urges NI Busines{Tyze: shorteit
15th October 2006 loate Modified: 10/10/200 16:52
Businesses in Northern Ireland need to think globally ifthel3ize: 1.48K8 the current volatile econormic climate —that's

the message from one of the world's leading authorities on entrepreneurial activity who is visiting the University of Ulster this week. m Opportunity
Scholarships
Ulster Offers Business Support to Leading Social Enterprise PhD Study Opportunities}

14th October 2006;
A Beffast social enterprise has teamed up with the University of Ulster's Knowledge Transfer Partnership Programme (KTP) to ensure
its smooth transition to selfsustainability.
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Diwali in Newtownabbey is part of ArtsEkta’s Diwali Season which features a host of other different events: 

29th Oct 
Diwali Feast at Gingeroot Restaurant

9th Nov 

Federation of Indian Performing Arts present ‘The Story of Diwali’ at the 


Waterfront Hall in Belfast 

15th Nov 
Joint Celebration of Diwali & Samhain at St. Kevin Halls, Belfast.

For more information on all our events visit: www.artsekta.org.uk where separate press releases can be downloaded. 
ENDS.

Notes to the Editor 
ArtsEkta is Northern Ireland's first and only organisation devoted to addressing the needs of all ethnic minorities in Northern Ireland.

The organisation prides itself in showcasing innovative projects that will cherish the individual artist and encourage diversity. We want to play a part in the creating a world where there is no racial discrimination and people of different cultures and backgrounds live and learn together in a supportive environment. Artsekta is committed to promoting cultures through the arts. We offer the following services:

- Educational Outreach Programme

- Arts Programmes & Workshops

- Events & Festivals

- Interpretation Services

- Consultation & Training Services

- Support for Artistic Development
ArtsEkta are the proud organisers of the Belfast Mela which is now recognised as a key annual event in Belfast. The Belfast Mela 2008 attracted 12,000 people from all walks of life. 

Diwali means ‘rows of lighted lamps.’ The Hindu calendar is a lunar one, so the exact date of the festival varies but it occurs in October/November every year. It celebrates the triumph of good over evil, light over darkness and is often referred to as the Festival of Lights. 

For further information and press opportunities contact: 

Nisha Tandon at ArtsEkta 

E: nisha@artsekta.org.uk
T: 02890231381
M: 07736243348

