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Tuesday, 19 August 2008

Belfast’s International Summer Festival 
The Belfast Mela organised by Northern Ireland’s only multi-ethnic, international arts organisation Artsekta will take place this Sunday 24th August at Botanic Gardens.    The organisers are hoping the forecast of more settled weather for the weekend will encourage people to come and support this day of food, culture, arts and performance from across the world.

Mela is a traditional summer festival in Indian culture which celebrates people coming together. Mela 2008 promises to be even bigger than last year’s very successful event which attracted more than 10,000 people. The food, music and culture of more than thirty nations across the globe will be on offer on the day and two stages will showcase an eclectic selection of music and dance including performances from the Urban Desi Bhangra Collective and the UK 's Number one Bollywood Dance group, Desi Nach. Emma award winning comedian, Jeff Mirza,  described by Time Out as the "the sharpest Asian stand up on the alternative comedy circuit …” will compere the main stage on the day.  The festival also features a community stage showcasing a host of local talent, a Craft Village, funfair, Chai Serai Tea Junction and a Health and Wellbeing area.  People can relax after the days entertainment in the park in the comfort of Queen’s Film Theatre to watch the celebrated Bollywood Film Money Hai Toh Honey Hai featuring Ganesh Acharaya. 
In addition to this huge showcase of international arts and culture, the Mela includes Northern Ireland’s celebrations to mark the Olympic Handover from Beijing to London.  The closing ceremony and handover in Beijing will be transmitted live to a big screen and there will be a handover of a London 2012 flag by local children to the Lord Mayor of Belfast. In addition a choir made up of people  drawn from all over Northern Ireland,  will lead the audience in an informal programme of community singing to celebrate the Handover. 

The First Citizen of Belfast, Lord Mayor, Tom Hartley thanked Artsekta for accommodating the London 2012 handover event in Belfast and added “…like Belfast's Mela, the London Olympics will reflect the cultural and ethnic diversity of modern Ireland and Britain.  The creation of London as the next Olympic city will provide wonderful opportunities for these islands and have a huge affect on the cultural life of people beyond the confines of the UK's capital.  Belfast and its surrounding towns will see new sporting facilities developed to deliver the games, with many of the world's competitors making my home town their base in the summer of 2012.    We wish London all the best as it prepares for 2012 and look forward to the Olympic spirit reaching out from London to across the Irish Sea.
Artsekta’s Development Manager, Nisha Tandon said “she was looking forward to the day and is delighted with the wealth of goodwill towards the Mela. It has become a major event in the Belfast City Calendar because it is agreat event where people can have lots of fun- enjoying top class artistic quality, food, atmosphere and local and international performances.  It is a wonderful family day out and events like Mela help to promote a greater understanding and respect between all communities”    
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Please visit : www.belfastmela.org.uk for further information.
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