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ArtsEkta Presents….

Belfast’s International Summer Festival
ARTSEKTA, Northern Ireland’s only multi-ethnic, International Arts organisation will be officially launching the BELFAST MELA 2008 on the 13th August 2008 from 7:00pm at The Cloth Ear, Merchant Hotel, Belfast.

Mela is a traditional summer international festival which celebrates people coming together to exchange news, enjoy a fun-filled day of different activities such as sharing food, music, dance, cultural, art and fashion.

The launch will include a slide presentation and overview of this year’s Mela which is being held in Botanic Gardens Belfast on the 24th August 2008 12:00 noon- 6:00 pm. The launch  will be an opportunity to meet the organisers, sponsors, funders and also to experience a flavour of International music and dance.

There will be performances of Indian dance by professional dancers  from London and Indian snacks and cocktails will be served.  There will be photo opportunities for those wishing to avail.

A number of dignitaries including a cross party delegation of MLA’s will be attending the launch and the evening will end at 9:30 pm with a draw sponsored by BMI for a pair of return tickets from Belfast to Cairo.  The event is sponsored by the Merchant Hotel and Tiger Beer.
This year’s Belfast Mela has received support from the variety of public funders listed below and commercial sponsors.  Artsekta’s Development Manager, Nisha Tandon, would like to thank all these groups and believes the support “ illustrates the wealth of goodwill towards the Mela, its growing popularity and inclusivity and its importance as a major event in the Belfast Calendar”.  She added that “ArtsEkta has worked hard to maintain the community and family atmosphere and spirit of the Mela”.   
This year’s Mela is a much larger event and is expected to draw even more crowds than last year (circa 11,000).  In addition to the huge showcase of international arts and culture, the Mela this year will represent Northern Ireland to mark the handover of the Olympic games from Beijing to London.
Last year the Mela was attended by the Deputy First Minister who said:

“an ethnically mixed society that can live and work together peacefully is what Northern Ireland is seeking to achieve, the Mela does much to promote greater understanding and respect between ethnic and local communities”

The Belfast Mela will host two stages this year, and will showcase music, dance, art and food from more than 30 nations around the globe. Details will be released at the Launch and further press releases close to the event
References and General Information:

Government & Corporate Support 
OFMDFM 




Community Relations Council 
N.I. Fire and Rescue Service 


Arts & Business
PSNI 





Etihad Airways 

Awards for All 




Sports Council NI 
HCL 





Allianz
Health & Social Care in NI 


Northdown Marquees
Impression Print & Design 


Equality Commission 
Co-Op 





The Merchant Hotel 
BMI 





British Telecom 

Sulby 





Solutions Biznet 
Please visit : www.belfastmela.org.uk
Images attached.

The Belfast Mela 2008 is organised by:
ArtsEkta Ltd www.artsekta.org.uk
Philip House

York Street

Belfast BT15 1AB
Registered Charity No. XR 96726
Contacts

Mrs Nisha Tandon 


Mr. Mukesh Sharma

Festival Director


Festival Director 
T: 07736 24 33 48


T: 07802 50 03 83

The Belfast Mela Launch is kindly supported by: 
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